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ABSTRACT

The study is based on Census information and secgrttata to investigate the disparity in female kvparticipation in
Rarh Bengal using district level data. Most of theal women participated in agricultural activitiebut their work is still
disregarded. A massive number of women have reghais@visible workers. They have to face signifiGonstrained by
limited number of resources and gender inequalitieis in the rural areas where the female worktjzdpation is directly
linked to agriculture and allied activities and teaudy confines itself to an understanding of wmakicipation of women
only in the rural areas. As per census 2011, thekfeoce participation rate for females is 25.51 %aénst 53.26 % for
males in India and 28.33 % female workforce pgpttion against the71.67 % males in Rarh Bengal. Stugly also
highlights that Gender Gap and disparity is highRarh Bengal. There is a positive relation betwgender gap and

disparity i.e. if Gender Gap is increased then Risfy is also increased.
KEYWORDS:Female Work Participation in Agriculture, Gender i3 disparity Index
INTRODUCTION

As an economy progresses, agriculture can be aoriem engine of proliferation and poverty reductiégriculture in India
defines familial tradition, social relations andnder roles. In many of the developing nations iditlg India, women
especially rural women form the important produetivork force of the economy. Women comprise to Ipesnout 43
percent of the agricultural labor force in devetgpcountries. Approximately 78 percent of all ecoieally active women
are employed in agriculture as compared to 63 peafanen. It is observed that women play a sigaiit role in agricultural
development and allied activities including mairogrproduction, live-stock production, horticulturpost-harvesting
operations etc. Agricultural activities includinglection, cultivation, preparation, harvest of fo@ps and breeding are
predominantly being done by women today. Regardédbeir dominance in the labour force, women ndid are still
marginalized and face extreme disadvantage in terimwages, land rights and their representatiordogal farmer’s

organizations. Though at times they act as imvdilalborers, women'’s contribution to the agricultsegtor is vast.

Female work participation in economic activity isigal issue since last five decades. Women Empowat as
an indicator of status of women enhances developwiea society may trigger changes in many oth@icseconomic
indicators to reduce the gender gap. Due to theptasocial structure, work participation rate nfllan women varies
greatly from one region to another. It createsaliigp in work participation which is a condition béing unequal and is an
observable difference. West Bengal is not differfrgm that. Due to modernization and technologicalovation in

working activity, women are increasingly excludednfi working force and substituted by men or mach®ely in the
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peak working season like weeding and transplanitingaddy cultivation, the rural women are engagedraditional
agricultural activities. Hussain & Siddiqui (201&)gued in their paper that a large majority of wamerk participation
in West Bengal is seen either in agricultural anadlitional rural household industries. There ex#stside gender gap in
work participation rate and low level of female WRRsignificantly determined by large family sizew level of

urbanization, low level of literacy and lack of iaars facilities.

Rarh Bengal is very rich in agriculture sectorifsrideal geographical factors. Paddy is the maip @and wheat,
master seed, potato, onion; pulses are other nwagps which have also been cultivated here. Besmesculture,
floriculture, animal husbandry has also been pradthere. In Rarh Bengal both men and women aragenigin this field.
This paper will highlight the trends of female amdle participation in agriculture over a period a&fiibrts have been put

to explore the disparity in female work particijatin this sector.
Study Area

Rarh region is a toponym for an area in the Indiabcontinent that lies between the Chota Nagpue&leon the West
and the Ganges Deltaon the East.Rarh Bengal ¢tensi$ following districts: Birbhum, PurbaBardhaman,

PaschimBardhaman, Bankura, Purulia, Howrah, Hogdhlyba Medinipur and PaschimMedinipur.

Figure 1 shows rural women perform numerous labtensive jobs in agricultural field. They are difg attached
with summer, rainy and winter season agriculturstesy. Topographically maximum area of this studgaahas been
considered as kharip crop. Rain fed agriculturéesyss the dominant agricultural practices in tiriea. A major portion of
this study area has also the irrigation facility smmmer and winter cultivation. Like collection wbod, collecting water
from remote areas is also the duty of women fordbme portion of Rurh Bengal. Keeping of livestaoid its other
associated activities like milking, milk processigd preparation of ghee are also carried out &yvbmen. Mostly women
are engaged in cleaning of animals, sheds, wataridgmilking the animals. Rural women have verytibdife. Her work
starts from dawn and ends at night. The daily neutvorks begins from house cleaning, collectionirafking water, dish

washing, laundry, preparing food for farming, cafehildren. She manages these activities verytymar
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Figure 1: The Role of Women in Agriculture and ItsAllied Fields.
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Status of Female Work Participation in Agriculture in Rarh Bengal

The Census of India data reveal that the rural femark participation rate has declined between1188d 2011 in Rarh
Bengal. This decline in rural female work partit¢ipa rate provides a rationale for further inveatign to find out the
disparity index between male and female partioqpatn agriculture and to correlate between gendgr and disparity
index in Rarh Bengal. The heterogeneity in sodamographic, cultural, economic, and ethnograppieses within the
broad geographical area of Rarh Bengal influenéedfémale work participation in agriculture. As pmnsus 2011,
the workforce participation rate for females is525% against 53.26 % for males in India, 18.08 Bbdie workforce
participation against the57.07 % males in West Bénccording to 2011 census work participatiomaimen cultivators
is 17.66 % against the 82.33 % male and work ppaiion of women agricultural labourer is 31.01 gaiast the 68.99 %

male in West Bengal.

Table 1 shows that work participation of women igalbrs there has been 13.37 percentage pointnge(lie.
from 25.18 % in 1991 to 11.81 % in 2011, see Tdhlef the changes in work-participation of womauitivators are
analyzed district-wise, it is found that percentaljare of women cultivators in total rural womerrkess has decreased in
all districts of Rarh Bengal. Increased urbanizatisay be one of the important reasons behind thesdse in the work
participation of women cultivators. It is importatiet note here that the districts like Purulia, Barakwhere high work-
participation of women cultivators is found, areolim to be agriculturally backward and have quit@rporigation

facilities.

Table 2 shows if the changes in work-participatiddrwomen agricultural Laborers district-wise aralgmed in
Rarh Bengal then it is observed that percentagee shfawomen agricultural Laborers in total ruralmen workers has
increased in Purulia and Medinipur and decreasedllinhe other districts (Table 2). It seems frome tiigures that
increased cropping intensity in almost all the riist of West Bengal has not been able to increamployment
opportunities for the women agricultural Labore&scording to 2011 census work participation of warragricultural
labourer is 31.01 % against the 68.99 % male intMBeagal whereas the census work participationahen agricultural

labourer is 38.35 % in Rarh Bengal.

The Table 3 shows the pattern of rural male andaferworker to total rural worker in Rarh Bengal.efage
participation of male and female are noticed a§7¥% and 28.33 % respectively. In case of both raatk female work

participation it has been found that less constsarature of work participation in both the sexes.

Table 4 shows the Gender Gap and Disparity in yarticipation of different districts in Rarh Benga@here is a
similar pattern of gender gap and disparity in wpsékticipation. Highest gender gap as well as digp& observed in
Howrah district followed by Hooghli and PurbaMedmipThere is a direct relationship between gendgr and disparity
in work participation of male and female. Similatbwest gender gap and disparity in work partidgratis found in
Purulia. It is also concluded from the figure-4tthiaere is a positive relation between gender gap disparity i.e. if

Gender Gap is increased then Disparity is alseamad.
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Table 1: Work-Participation of Women Cultivators in Rarh Bengal

Birbhum 19.07 10.25 9.77
Bardhaman 8.94 5.97 7.89
Bankura 28.73 22.06 16.81
Purulia 49.78 27.21 22.21
Hooghly 6.50 10.86 6.94
Howrah 20.60 3.96 1.31
Medinipur 42.61 22.06 17.74
Rarh Bengal 25.18 14.62 11.81
(Avg)
Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001,& 2011 Governmenhdfd
Figure 2: Percentage share of Women Cultivators in Total Rural Women in Rarh
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Figure 2: Percentage Share of Women Cultivators ifotal Rural Women in Rarh Bengal.

Table 2: Work-Participation of Women Agricultural L aborers in the State Of West Bengal and its Distris

Birbhum 59.15 49.75 38.27
Bardhaman 69.72 53.58 40.29
Bankura 58.19 50.27 41.16
Purulia 42.76 53.61 54.21
Hooghly 67.42 45.28 40.49
Howrah 26.76 12.93 10.76
PurbaMedinipur 38.10
PaschimMedinipuf 35.88 41.10 43.49

Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001, & 2011 Governmenhhdia




Table 3: Average Work Participation Rate, StandardDeviation and Co-Efficient of
Variation of Rural Male and Female Worker to Total Rural Worker in Rarh Bengal, 2011

Male 71.67 6.59 9.20
Female 28.33 6.59 23.28

Source: Data compiled by author

Table 4: Rural Work Participation, Gender Gap and Disparity Index

Birbhum 38.27 29.52 8.76 20.76
Bardhaman 40.29 30.99 9.30 21.68 0.64
Bankura 41.16 29.29 11.87 17.41 0.49
Rarh Benaal Purulia 44.21 27.56 16.65 10.91 0.28
98 "Hooghly 40.49 31.75 8.74 23.01 0.69
Howrah 37.76 31.10 6.66 24.44 0.80
PurbaMedinipur 38.10 29.99 8.11 21.89 0.69
PaschimMedinipur 43.50 30.01 13.49 16.52 0.44
Source:Data compiled from Census of India
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Figure 3: Distribution of Rural Work Participation (%) in Agriculture in Rarh Bengal.

Figure 4: Gender Gap in rural work participation (%) in Rarh Bengal
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Figure 4: Gender Gap in rural work participation (% ) in Rarh Bengal.
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Figure 5: Correlation between Gender Gap and Disparity Index
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Figure 5: Correlation between Gender Gap and Dispaty Index.
CONCLUSIONS

Disparity is lack of similarity or a noticeable #@ifence that is unfair. The study is concerned atieudifferences between
less work participation and more work participatimhnboth the sexes in an area where they live. Sthdy is based on
secondary information to show the regional pateard disparity in rural female work participationRarh Bengal. The
study also elaborated the total work participatiand also participation in agricultural sector. Wammparticipation in

agricultural sector is comparatively more in thstidct like Purulia, West Medinipur and Bankurartitibe other districts in
Rarh Bengal. In Rarh Bengal, female work partidgrais comparatively less than male in all theréitt. Because this
region is economically and agriculturally much mpreductive and work opportunity is high that irfiwce male people to
participate more. Actually female participated mioréhose regions where male participated lessnadre is more hurdle
to do any agricultural practice. The study alsdhhigihts that Gender Gap and disparity is also mgRarh Bengal. Finally

we conclude that if Gender Gap is increased thepdity is also increased.
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